ST. JUDE THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Established 1966
9150 Highland Road Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70810
(On the Corner of Highland Road and Gardere Lane)

The First Sunday of Lent

March 9 & 10, 2019

Give In Christ’s Name
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for incoming 11th
graders can be found
on the website under
‘sacraments and
services’ under
‘confirmation.’
This packet is due in full completion to the
church office no later than Wednesday,
March 13th, 2019.
Please turn in this full packet to ensure
registration for
Fall 2019 Confirmation!

•
•

•

Help Support Our ParishSponsored Haiti Mission
Remember to pick up a
Lenten Bag from the back
of the church
Fill it together as a
family and say a prayer
together each time you
add money into the bag
Return the Lenten Bag on Easter
Sunday, April 21st and
Place in the Collection Basket
Your donation is used to aide in the care for the
sick and malnourished babies in Haiti.

The First Sunday of Lent
Saturday and Sunday
March 9-10 2019

www.stjudecatholic.org

The First Sunday of Lent 2019
“Into the Desert”
(Fr. Trey Nelson)

I consciously try to let the first thing that I do each day—the absolute first thing—be prayer. As it probably is for you, it is very
easy to skip that, pick up my phone, and go right to checking emails, text messages, and so on. We get into that kind of a
routine, I guess. Most mornings, after I’ve been up for a few moments and poured the first cup of coffee, I do grab my phone,
not for emails and scheduling. I usually navigate my way to a daily prayer app that I use. It’s produced by the Irish Jesuits.
(www.sacredspace.ie) if you want to check it out. One day last week, when I opened the app for the day, the following
statement was printed across the top of the screen: “what is present to me is what has a hold on my becoming.” Those words
really spoke to me. Almost instantly, I grasped their meaning, or at least what they might mean for me. As we enter into Lent,
please allow me to offer why this statement is significant for me. Hopefully we can all connect with these words in some way.
“What is present to me is what has a hold on my becoming.” We are all a work in progress. We are constantly invited by God
and urged by the Spirit to become what we have been created to be. Reaching our full stature as God’s creation is not something
that is suppose to happen by a certain age in life. It definitely doesn’t happen in our childhood, nor is it intended to happen by
the time that we’re Confirmed or graduate from high school or college. It’s probably pretty obvious to all of us that it just
doesn’t work that way. What we might be at risk of missing, however, is the fact that the process of “becoming” is a life long
process. To say that, “we’re always a student” is true but doesn’t adequately describe the meaning within this statement. Our
call to holiness never ends. Our discovery of who we are—our strengths and weaknesses—never stops.
The reality is, though: sometimes we get stalled. We get bogged down in, not only life, but our ruts, bad habits, and yes, our sin.
We at times fall victim to what Fr. John Cecero, S.J. calls in his book our “life traps.” To borrow from the statement that moved
me to write this article, these are the things that “have a hold on us, on our becoming.” I have often heard it said, in one way or
another, “if you want to see what is important to someone, just look at where their time goes, how their time is spent.” I really
do think this is true. In the deepest spiritual sense, I also think that there are those things that can sometimes “have hold on us”
in ways that keep us from becoming what God has intended us to be. Does that make sense? “What is present to me is what has
a hold on my becoming” references, for me, anything in my life that takes priority over God, my health, my family, friends, and
the joyful spirit that God wants me (us) to have.
The question that followed this statement (in the prayer app that day) was simply this: “in the presence of God, which is always
love, what are the things that might have a hold of me?” We often begin the season of Lent with the preface, “...Lent is intended
to be a time for us to…” As routinely as we might say this, perhaps these words provide us with a new approach to our time in
the desert with Jesus and with one another: what are those things that “have hold of me” in such a way as to inhibit my growth in
holiness and a deeper relationship with Christ?
The Gospel for this weekend tells us, that, “Jesus was led into the desert by the Spirit.” (Lk. 4:1-13) In order to allow the
Spirit’s movement in our lives, we must first acknowledge what holds us back. We must be honest with ourselves about that
which has hold of us. Only then can we work toward letting go of these things and welcoming the Holy Spirit in a new way.
I hope your Lent bears much fruit. Let us continue to pray daily for each other.
Sincerely,

Fr. Trey Nelson
Pastor

Poppy’s Pancakes
“After every Good Friday there is always an Easter Sunday”, with an Irish
accent these words were often spoken by Father Mike Collins. To continue
his legacy, Poppy’s Pancakes will be held March 23rd, 2019 at Pointe-Marie
Village Center in Baton Rouge with proceeds benefiting St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital. A limited number of advance sale tickets are
available ($10 per person). No tickets will be sold on the day of the
event. Sponsorship and donation opportunities are also available.
For more information visit www.poppyspancakes.com or call 225-293-1133

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED !!!
We Still Need a TON of PARENT VOLUNTEERS
for VBS JUNE 10th-14th, 2019

Special
Appeals
There will be a
special
collection
benefiting the
Catholic Relief
Services
on Sunday,
March 17th,
2019

The

We must have 1 parent per every 7 youth. (for
every youth volunteer AND child)
We are also looking for:
•

Decorations Chair Person

• CORE Member in Charge of Each Station
(Drama, Crafts, Music, Recreation, Bible Lesson,
Preschool and 2 Emcees)

Without enough volunteers we
cannot have VBS, so please
consider giving of your time!
Contact Michaelyn McGinnis in the parish office at
225-766-2431 or michaelynm@stjudecatholic.org

Fair is coming!

April 5-7, 2019

With your help, we will once again have a
bookstore for gently used books, CD’s, games, etc.
For questions or to volunteer, please contact
Fermin Rodriguez at ferminerod@gmail.com

Fair Bookstore/
Sue’s Corner
Children’s Books

Rosary
Recital
Ministry
Join us in reciting the
Rosary on
Wednesdays at 12:30
in the church
(immediately
following the Noon
Mass)
For more information
contact
Laurie Berrigan
at 225-413-3737 or
brrgnroro@aol.com

For Prayer Request,
Call our Prayer Line
766-3668 or 766-3736
Culture of Life Reflection
“Where there is life, there is hope!”
- Pope Francis, February 2019

2019 Fair Sponsorships
Help support your fair by choosing one of the
Fair Sponsorships available. There are many
sponsor opportunities in a large range of prices.
Consider a sign with either your business name on
it or your family name.
For more information, contact Wes Ulrich
at wulrich@appleguerin.com.

New to St. Jude:
Separated & Divorced Ministry
‘Surviving Divorce’

A 12-week series from Ascension Press for men and
women seeking healing from divorce. This is for the newly
separated/divorced, or for those who have been struggling
for years after their divorce. The program helps answer
questions, restores hope & begins authentic healing; it also
covers Catholic teachings regarding divorce.
The
discussions focus on maintaining your privacy and
confidentiality.

Bereavement Support Group
NOTICE, DUE TO MARDI GRAS:
The Tuesday, March 5th
Meeting is Rescheduled to
Monday, March 11, 2019 @ 6:30 pm
Meetings are held in the Old
Administration Building Foyer

2019 Fair Sweets Booth

Like to make sweets or bake goodies? Donate your
favorites to the St. Jude Sweets Booth at this year’s fair
April 5-7.

This Catholic Based Program Will Help You:

*Work through the emotional upheaval of separation and
divorce
*Find personal healing and hope
*Discover a deeper understanding of God’s love for you
*Gain wisdom and comfort from experts and others who
share your experiences
*Navigate new concerns like custody, court hearings and
finances

Meetings will be held bi-monthly in the old
St. Jude administrative building
Beginning March 14th, 6:30-8:00 pm
Cost $25 for Study Material
For more information, contact Alecia Kleinpeter at
arkleinpeter@gmail.com
or Charmaine Biossat at
charmaineb@stjudecatholic.org

Lenten Seafood Dinners
Beginning Friday, March 8th
$8.00 Donation Per Plate
Fried Fish, French Fries, Salad & Roll
Sponsored by the St. Jude Men’s Club

We will be selling
Lenten dinners:

March 15, 22, 29 &
April 12
5:00-7:30 p.m.
St. Jude Parish Hall

All sweets sell for $1.00 or $2.00; please package your cookies,
brownies, fudge, etc. accordingly (3-4 per bag). Cakes and pies of all
kinds are also welcome and will be sold whole! You may drop off
your items at the Sweets Booth in the cafeteria on:
Friday, April 5th from 2:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Saturday, April 6th from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Sunday, April 7th - after 10:00 am
For more information, please contact:
Suzanne Hamilton at suzhamilton@yahoo.com
When you donate your item(s) as outlined above and/or if would like
to volunteer to work in the Sweets Booth at the fair, please send this
form to the church office at 9150 Highland Rd., 70810 or email
Suzanne no later than Thursday, March 28. Thank you!!! We
sincerely appreciate your help!
Name__________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
Email__________________________________________________
Telephone No.___________________________________________
Item(s)_____________________________________Quantity____
Drop Off Time/Day___________________________
Needed: Sweet Booth Volunteers- Name & Email Address:
_______________________________________________________

(***Important: Due to allergies, please label if an item
contains nuts***)

Remember to pick up your

Household Lenten Prayer Packet
located in the Narthex of the church.
Directions enclosed.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
SUNDAY, MARCH 10
RCIA Rite of Election—Cathedral
All Masses: SVDP Prescription Drive and Stewardship
Of Prayer
9:45 am RCIA Rite of Sending
9:45 am Nursery
12:30 pm JCDA—MB
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS TODAY

MONDAY, MARCH 11

5:00 pm SVDP Assistance- Hall
6:30 pm Grief Support—Old Admin Bldg

TUESDAY, MARCH 12
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

CDA Reg Mtg—Hall
Choir Practice—Music Room
School Advisory Council—MB
Baptism Seminar—MB

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
2:45 pm
6:00 pm
6:15 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm

School 4-H—Hall
High School PSR
K-8 PSR—School
RCIA—MB
Choir Practice—Church
KC Officer’s Mtg—MB
Fair Committee—Hall

THURSDAY, MARCH 14
9:45 am Play and Pray—Hall
6:30 pm Men’s Club —Hall
6:30 pm Separated/Divorced Ministry—Old
Admin Bldg

FRIDAY, MARCH 15
5:30 pm Stations of the Cross—Church
5:30 pm Men’s Club Fish Fry—Hall

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
All Masses : SVDP Prescription Drive and
Fair Raffle Tickets

SUNDAY, MARCH 17
8:45 am
9:45 am
9:45 am
9:45 am
3:00 pm

KC Corp Communion—Church
Nursery
Sunday School—School
Children’s Liturgy of the Word—Hall
Cub Scouts—Hall

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;
Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday:
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;
Lk 11:29-32
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8;
Mt 7:7-12
Friday:
1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19
Saturday:
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;
Mt 5:43-48
Sunday:
Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-9, 13-14;
Phil 3:17—4:1 [3:20 — 4:1]; Lk 9:28b-36

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY, MARCH 11
8:15 am Merlin Juneau
TUESDAY, MARCH 12
5:30 pm Matthew Tucker
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
12:00 pm Christine E. Boudreaux
THURSDAY, MARCH 14
8:15 am Hickey Family
FRIDAY, MARCH 15
No Mass
SATURDAY, MARCH 16
4:00 pm Michelle Duffy
Territo & Musso Families
Lynda Lester Jardell
Richard “Ricky” Chataignier
Carolyn Baierlein

SUNDAY, MARCH 17
8:00 am William J. LeBlanc
9:45 am Brad Broussard
11:30 am William Cross

1st Sunday of Lent
Jesus was led into the desert for 40 days of prayer and
fasting by the Holy Spirit. Are you open to being led by
the Holy Spirit into the life-commitment God has prepared
for you?
If God is calling you, call or email Father Andrew Merrick at
225.336.8778, framerrick@gmail.com, or visit www.diobr.org/vocations

